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82p Conaress, Ist SESSION 


H. RES. 38 


IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


January 3, 1951 


Mr. Vinson submitted the following resolution; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Rules 


JANUARY 31, 1951 


Referred to the House Calendar and ordered to be printed 


Fesruary 2, 1951 


Considered and agreed to 


Resolution 


Resolved, That the Committee on Armed Services, acting as a whole 
or by subcommittee, is authorized and directed to conduct thorough 
studies and investigations relating to matters coming within the juris- 
diction of such committee under rule XI (1) (c) of the Rules of the 
House of Representatives, and for such purposes the said committee 
or any subcommittee thereof is hereby authorized to sit and act during 
the present Congress at such times and places within or outside the 
United States, whether the House is in session, has recessed, or has 
adjourned, to hold such hearings, and to require by subpena or other- 
wise the attendance and testimony of such witnesses and the produc- 
tion of such books, records, correspondence, memoranda, papers, and 
documents, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued over the 
signature of the chairman of the committee or any member of the com- 
mittee designated by him, and may be served by any person desig- 
nated by such chairman or member. The chairman of the committee 
or any member thereof may administer oaths to witnesses. 

That the said committee shall report to the House of Representa- 
tives during the present Congress the results of their studies and in- 
vestigations with such recommendations for legislation or otherwise 
as the committee deems desirable. 
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RESOLUTION AND AGENDA OF PROCUREMENT 
SUBCOMMITTEE 


Hovse or REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, 
Washington, D. C., February 7, 1951. 
Hon. Greorce C. MARSHALL, ; 
Secretary of Defense, Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Mr. Secretary: This committee has been authorized 
and directed by House Resolution 38 to conduct studies and investi- 
gations on matters which are under its jurisdiction as prescribed in 
the House Rules. Special counsel has been engaged and a staff 
organized for this purpose. Will you please acquaint the heads of 
your departments and other interested personnel of this fact. 

Careful scrutiny will be given all matters considered by this com- 
mittee in legislation and policy declarations. Consideration will be 
given to contracts and other undertakings to insure that the public 
interest is amply safeguarded, that these contracts are being executed 
at the desirable rate, and that those upon whom their performance 
depends are fully competent and are performing them in the best 
interests of the Nation. In general, all matters relating to the ex- 
penditures authorized by, or policies established in laws emanating 
from this committee, will be studied for the purpose of informing the 
Congress and assisting this committee in future action. 

I am sure you will agree with me that we must take every step 
in this emergency, when such a heavy burden is being underwritten 
by the American people, to be so vigilant and to so jealously guard 
our trusts that no blemish can mar our records. Congress will do 
its full part, and I am sure you will welcome the opportunity which 
this undertaking will afford you. I ask your cooperation with the 
committee counsel and his staff. 

Sincerely, 
Cart Vinson, Chairman. 





Tue SecrRETARY OF DEFENSE, 
Washington, February 22, 1951. 
Hon. Cart VINson, 
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, 
House of Representatives. 


Dear Mr. CuatrmMan: Thanks for your letter of February 7, 1951, 
advising me of the enactment of House Resolution 38,- authorizing 
and directing your committee to continue studies and investigations 
on matters which are under the jurisdiction of the House rules. 

The interested agencies and military departments have been in- 
formed of your request, and of my assurance to you that your com- 
mittee will have the wholehearted cooperation of the entire Depart- 
ment of Defense. 
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4 JURISDICTION AND AGENDA OF PROCUREMENT SUBCOMMITTEE 


I am in complete agreement with your last paragraph and trust. 
that you will feel free to call upon me at any time for such assistance 
as you may desire in the performance of the new functions of your 
committee. 

Faithfully yours, 


G. C. MARSHALL. 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
ComMITTEE’ ON ARMED SERVICES, 
Washington 25, D.C., February 20, 1961. 
Hon. Georce C. MARSHALL, 
The Secretary of Defense, 
Washington 25, D. C. : 

My Dear Mr. Secretary: On February 7, 1951, I addressed a 
letter to you concerning a. directive of Congress to this committee au- 
thorizing studies and investigations into the operations of the Defense 
Departments. 

Commencing on February 26 and continuing thereafter special 
counsel to the committee and staff will proceed to study and examine 
the procurement. accomplishments, policies, and projections of the 
several services under authorizations previously granted, now in exist- 
ence, or to be requested. The examination will be conducted with 
the least possible interruption of work. It is assumed, however, that 
procurement staffs will have available from their accumulated data a 
true picture of the actual and projected procurement operations. 

: that connection the committee will desire to know the following: 

. Matériel procurement: 

(a) Amount and kind of matériel purchased. Gross and unit 
price in contracts, when ordered, and when to be delivered. Con- 
tracts and change orders or addendums to contracts. If no 
formal contract then the letter of intent or other contract docu- 
ment. 

(6) The names and location of the contractor. If contract 
was negotiated, the name of the contractors considered in the 
negotiation. If bid, the names of the bidders and the bid price. 

(c) Names of representatives of the department negotiating, 
accepting, or executing the contract or letter of intent. The 
name and the location of the supervisor or inspector having pri- 
mary charge of approvals. 

. Construction: 

(a) Kind or character, where located, when letter of intent or 
contract executed, and by whom. 

(b) If negotiated, those considered in negotiating. If bid, the 
names of bidders and amounts bid. Reason for selection. 

(c) Names of persons representing Defense Departments in 
negotiating or who authorized or executed contracts. 

(d) State of completion of contract, if executed, or date when 
work to be commenced if unexecuted. 

3. Service contracts: Same information as in 2 (a), (6), (¢), and (d), 

4. In respect to matériel, construction, procurement, and service 
contracts, the committee will want to know the names and back- 
ground of persons in the Defense establishments performing this 


work, who have authorization or responsibility for the letting of 
contracts. 
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The order of examination tentatively projected is to be Air Force, 
Army, Navy, and Marine Corps. 

It is expected, however, that the data required will be readily 
available and made immediately accessible to the staff of this 
committee. 

Will you advise the heads of the several departments of this request 
and will you please also advise them of the scope of the committee’s 
program and the information which will be required of them so that 
the data and required personnel will be accessible. 

With warmest wishes, I am, 

Sincerely yours, 
Cari Vinson, Chairman. 





Tue SecrRETARY OF DEFENSE, 
Washington 25, D. C., February 26, 1951. 
Hon. Cart VINSON, 
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, 
House of Representatives. 

Dear Mr. CuHarrman: I am taking the necessary steps to furnish 
the interested officials of this Department of the contents of your 
letter of February 20 about studies and investigations of the opera- 
tions of the Defense Department. 

Faithfully yours, 
Roserr A. Loverr, 
Acting Secretary. 





Hovse or REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, 
Washington 25, D. C., April 20, 1951. 
Re: Subcommittee on Procurement of the Armed Services Committee. 
I have this day appointed a subcommittee consisting of the following 
members: 
F. Edward Hébert, Louisiana, Chairman 


O. C. Fisher, Texas Charles H. Elston, Ohio 
Edward deGraffenried, Alabama Jack Z. Anderson, California 
L. Gary Clemente, New York Harry L. Towe, New Jersey 
William J. Green, Jr., Pennsylvania William E. Hess, Ohio 
Clyde Doyle, California W. Sterling Cole, New York 


John J. Courtney, special counsel to the committee 
Richard W. Webb, assistant special counsel to the com mittee 

The jurisdiction of this subcommittee will extend to all matters 
relating to procurement by the three services—Army, Navy, and Air 
Force—except that relating to real-estate procurement. 

The subcommittee is directed to make a full and exhaustive study 
and investigation in accordance with House Resolution 38 of all 
contracts for matériel or construction whether bid or negotiated, the 
procurement policies of the several services, the coordination between 
services on procurement, the rate of progress and performance of 
contracts, the qualifications of contracting officers, and all other 
matters in any way relating to the procurement program of the 
Defense Department. 


Cart Vinson, Chairman. 
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POLICY OF HOUSE ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE ON BILLS 
WHICH WOULD AUTHORIZE ATTENDANCE OF SERVICE 
BANDS OUTSIDE THE CITY OF WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Subcommittee No. 2 of the House Committee on Armed Services 
was directed by the full committee to recommend a policy concerning 
the action to be taken on bills introduced authorizing the attendance 
of the service bands at various functions throughout the country. 

The subcommittee submits the following recommendations: 

In the past it has been the common practice of the Congress to 
enact legislation authorizing the attendance of service bands at limited 
and infrequent functions. This has been particularly true with 
respect to the Marine Corps Band. 

Kach of the large service bands, that is, the Army, Navy, Air Force, 
and Marine Corps Bands stationed in Washington, D. C., are military 
organizations and, as such, are subject to the orders of the Commander 
in Chief or his subordinates. Thus, present authority to order service 
bands to perform duty at any place rests with the President and the 
military departments for these organizations just as it does for all other 
military organizations. 

The subcommittee knows of only one instance in the past 14 years 
where any type of military organization other than a service band 
has been authorized by the Congress to attend any special function 
outside the city of Washington. This occurred during the third 
session of the Seventy-fifth C ongress (52 Stat. 354) w hen a law was 
passed authorizing the attendance of troops of the Regular Army at 
the Seventy-fifth anniversary of the Battle of Ge ttysburg. There is 
no reason why the Congress should continue to take special action 
with respect to service bands. 

However, the subcommittee does not intend that this report should 
in any way prejudice the annual tours of the Navy and the Marine 
Corps Bands or the use of any of the service bands when otherwise 
directed by competent authority. 

The subcommittee also notes that in the past, considerable time has 
been consumed by committee hearings with respect to bills authorizing 
the attendance of service bans and that while some bills have been 
enacted into law, in most instances the bills enacted have been 
relatively few compared with the number of bills introduced. It is 
difficult, if not impractical, for the committee to attempt to justify 
the attendance of a service band at one patriotic function or anni- 
versary and not another. 

For these reasons the subcommittee unanimously recommends to 
the full committee that in the future the committee adopt the policy 
of not approving any bills submitted to the committee authorizing 
the attendance of any service bands at any functions or events. ‘This 
policy should be strictly adhered to by the committee. While it is 
possible that in the future some justification for an exception may 
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present itself, the subcommittee cannot visualize at this time any 
circumstances which would require such an exception. However, if 
such an occasion should arise, it undoubtedly would be of such a 
nature that the President or a military secretary would direct the 
attendance of a service band or bands at such an event. Upon such a 
happening, the cost of travel and the expenses involved would be 
charged to the military department concerned. 

Approved: 

CoMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES. 
JuLY 21, 1951. 


U, S, GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1981 
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